
Dr. Ron Burnett

What do Gen-X author/artist Douglas Coupland, For 
Better or For Worse cartoonist Lynn Johnston, smash-

LAB partner/designer Eric Karjaluoto, and Emmy-award 
winning Family Guy animator Lindsay Pollard have in 
common? All are graduates of Emily Carr University of Art 
+ Design. 

Since 1996, Dr. Ron Burnett, president and vice-chancellor 
of Emily Carr, has been working tirelessly to run one of the 
world’s leading art and design schools. When Burnett isn’t 
administering the 85-year-old art school, he’s busy with his 
writing: the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts inductee has 
penned over 150 journal articles and reviews, and has pub-
lished three books. (Burnett’s 1995 book, Cultures of Vision: 
Images, Media and the Imaginary has been translated into 
Mandarin for the Chinese market, and his most recent book, 
How Images Think, was translated into Turkish.) 

Burnett’s passion for the arts led to a career in running 
the prestigious art and design university, one of B.C.’s oldest 
post-secondary schools. “The arts in general are part of our 
culture, and creativity is at the heart of everything that we do 
as a society. My career choice was a natural outcome of this 
philosophy,” says the British-born educator. 

According to Burnett, nearly eight per cent of Canada’s 
GDP is culture-based, and approximately 1.1 million Can-
adians work in the creative industries. These statistics under-
line the importance of the creative sector to Canada and 
BC.

During the last seven months, Pixar Studios, known for its 
computer animation blockbusters Finding Nemo and Wall-E, 
and Digital Domain, the visual effects company behind the 
feature films Titanic and The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton, announced their studio openings in Vancouver. These 
openings, are due to Vancouver’s wide talent pool in the areas 
of visual arts, digital design and film production. 

In his October speech for the Business Council of BC’s 
2020 Summit series, Burnett said that the creative indus-
tries are not an economic luxury but a fundamental part of 
the economy. “Businesses in Canada invest far less in culture 
than nearly any other western country,” says Burnett. “We 
need to work together to make sure the cultural sector grows 
and stay competitive.”

Under Burnett’s leadership, Emily Carr’s enrolment has 
more than doubled, from 835 students in 1996 to 1,725 students 
at present. Students come from across Canada and from over 
45 countries. The school has grown from a single building on 
Granville Island to occupying part of 18 acres of land east of 
its main campus (along with UBC, BCIT and SFU) known as 
the Great Northern Way Campus, and three off-site buildings 
leased to supply studio space to students from all disciplines.

In November, Emily Carr established a cutting-edge 3D 
research studio, in partnership with California-based Kerner 
Group, whose special effects division worked on the feature 
films Terminator Salvation, Transformers II, and Star Trek. 
The studio will be used for stereoscopic, live-action film-
making. 

Lynn Leboe, a Kerner Group director and BC native, told 
the Vancouver Sun in November, “There’s no infrastructure 
in Canada able to do this. We feel this stereoscopic lab will be 
a catalyst for growth for the entire creative supply chain.” 

In June, Emily Carr entered into a five-year research col-
laboration agreement with the BC Children’s Hospital to 
study the impact that design has in healthcare, and to cre-
ate solutions to enhance the hospital experience for patients, 
especially children. “The administration at Children’s is 
extraordinary and they have recognized that designers need 
to influence and help improve many of the day-to-day pro-
cesses of care,” says Burnett. “This was a natural.” 

Despite running the university for nearly 14 years – longer 
than most university presidents – Burnett never tires of his 
job: “Every day is a challenge for me and every day brings new 
ideas, new projects, new possibilities. I actually feel as if I’m 
just starting the job,” says Burnett, who, in 2002, was awarded 
the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for service to Canada. 

More recently, the French Government recognized Bur-
nett by making him a Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters. 
The award acknowledges Burnett’s significant contribution  to 
the world of culture.

With student enrolment growing, a world-renowned 
faculty mentoring future artists and designers, and talented 
graduates earning accolades across the globe, Emily Carr’s 
future looks bright. 

A job well done, Dr. Ron Burnett. 
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Design is one of Canada’s premier, post-secondary 
universities specializing in undergraduate and 
graduate art and design education and research.  
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	John Scott
	John Scott, a one-time one-man general contractor, has built Scott Construction Group into one of Western Canada’s largest private construction companies

	David Ross
	Langara’s president is focused on the school’s studentry and what he believes is its standing as the region’s premier degree-granting college

	Dr. Ron Burnett
	John Babcook 
	British Columbia often ends up worse for wear when industries consolidate, but John Babcook and his team at Amgen Canada have proved that the province can benefit when multinationals come knocking 

	Jeff Donnelly
	Jeff Donnelly has built a pub and bar empire on the foundations of customer service and demographic diligence

	Kirsten Sutton
	Chef and linguist Kirsten Sutton is at the helm of 1,100-employee SAP Vancouver as it repositions itself following 2007’s blockbuster merger of Business Objects and SAP AG

	David Aisenstat
	The owner of Keg Restaurants Ltd. has expanded the 9,500-employee chain to 104 locations across North America; he’s also big on giving back to his community

	Jonathan Whitworth
	Washington Marine Group’s new chief executive finds his sea legs on the North Shore




